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IMPORTANT INFORMATION !

• The Library’s Email is irmpulllib@gmail.com or to me personally at 
cz17@comcast.net or drgw18@gmail.com

• The urls shown in this presentation will be available in handouts and 
online at www.pullmanlibrary.org

• The bulk of the collection is from 1912 to 1965.  We have lots of 
outliers, but that’s the core.

mailto:irmpulllib@gmail.com
mailto:cz17@comcast.net
mailto:drgw18@gmail.com
http://www.pullmanlibrary.org/


Receive Request
• See http://www.pullmanlibrary.org/orderinfo.htm for the order 

process, and information needed (also a handout – Library Order 
Process)

• Note that the collection content & scanned lists are always out of date!

• Requests that come directly from our core customers: railroads, 
museums, restorers, private car owners, authors, clinicians, 
researchers, model manufacturers, model builders, lawyers, etc.

• Requests that come indirectly: photos (captions, credits), publication 
references (this is the reason we request copies of publications when 
our information is used), on-line forums (PCL, STMFC, specific RR 
groups, etc.),  forwarded references, “Nicked” and other “back door” 
schemes, etc.

http://www.pullmanlibrary.org/orderinfo.htm


The Library

A “Map” helps, but 
it’s over 5,000 square 
feet.  And you’ll need 

a decoder ring and
Scooby Snacks



Actual Sample Request:
SAL order (specifically Sun Lounge)

We are looking at getting the plans for several 
Seaboard Air Line Pullman built passenger cars 
for a project.  I have the Plan and Lot numbers, 
we need interior, side elevations, underbody, 
cross section etc.  What is the website for 
getting the plans again?  Also, about how much 
does a set cost?

My on-line searching seems to be coming up short.



First Step - Paperwork

The bulk of the collection is owned by Bombardier (Alstom); and they 
have requirements (mainly to protect themselves from legal & 
competitor entanglements).
• Create (or amend an existing) License.  The License is free, and it 

simply lays out the base project details.
• Create (or verify & amend as necessary) the Customer Record.  This 

simply provides demographic information (name, phone, address) to 
allow us to contact you.

• Prices “around” Pullman Technologies 1982 levels (we usually sell at 
lower prices).



Second Step – Verify Lot & Plan
• Books

• Randall’s Pullman Library, Streamliner Cars & Passenger Car Annuals
• Wayner’s Car Names Numbers & Consists, Complete Roster of Heavyweight 

Passenger Cars
• Google

• Enter car name, railroad, builder & include Lot & Plan 
• SAL sun lounge hollywood beach Pullman lot plan

• Spreadsheet “Databases (sic)”
• CCR – Tom Madden’s Pullman (Steel, Operated by) Cars Databases
• Lightweight Cars Spreadsheet (see handout for URL – out of date)
• Internal (to Library) Spreadsheets (see handout – Pullman Construction for URL)
• Eric Neubauer’s Databases (see handout)

• Check Previous Projects FIRST!!



From Verification Process – Find Lot 
Specification & Drawing List

• The Drawing List is not always bound with the Lot – Pullman did 
things differently at times, possibilities include:

• Each type of car has its own Lot & Drawing List.
• Each type of car has its own Specification, Drawing Lists in a “Master Spec” 

folder.
• Each type of car has its own Plan’s Drawing List within a single Lot.
• All types of cars are in a single Drawing List within a single Lot.
• Check trucks! There are times they are in a separate Lot.

• The Specification(s) and Drawing List(s) must be taken apart, scanned, 
rebound, refiled



Specification & Drawing List



Locate Selected Drawings in Drawing List

• Note each Drawing Number – in every Drawing List
• Hand off note to others to verify drawings
• Create Estimate (See handout) Price List at: https://www.pullmanlibrary.org/Price%20List.pdf

https://www.pullmanlibrary.org/Price%20List.pdf


Process Order

• Find, Pull, Scan, Verify, Annotate, Edit & File Drawings
• Create folders with drawings, images, restrictions policy, license*, 

PDFs, file list
• Create invoice & send to customer
• Receive check, mark invoice paid, file in office, send to customer*, file 

in Library
• Print & Ship (if needed – not recommended, much higher cost) 
• Send to Secure Download Cloud – Send link for download to 

customer



Swell!  Except….
What They REALLY Wanted was a Budd Car!! 

“That’s exactly what I asked for, but not what I 
wanted!”

• Different materials
• Same/similar/different volumes
• End result: rather than Lot & Plan it is *usually* 

Job Number & Car name or number (Plan *MAY* 
be also available, but that is only applied to cars 
the Pullman Co. operated or maintained – and is 
not part of a search when dealing with Budd 
equipment – BUT it can provide a P-S Floor Plan 
for a Budd (or AC&F) car))

Job 9659-112 Plan 9533



Find the Drawing List

• Not quite as simple as with Pullman-Standard Lots – the Budd 
information is never that simple!

• The indexed Budd Drawing Lists must be consulted.  Note the suffix in 
the Job Number (PPCC-CON = classification number (product series 
(PP), classification number (CC), contract number (CON)) , that and 
the railroad reporting marks are critical in finding  the lists.

• Once located it must be kept in mind…the Budd Drawing Lists are 
seldom complete.  There are main sub-assembly drawings that act as 
a Bill of Materials listing drawings within that sub-assembly.  Not a big 
concern for modelers as the main sub-assembly level is generally 
enough.

• Lots of parts are really 2 drawings in one – they are mirror images of a 
part on the other side of the car, and instructions on use are in the 
drawings



Budd Drawing Lists 
not always easy on the eyes!



Budd Drawings

• Can be HUGE  - some well over 30’ long.
• May be missing due to a fire at Red Lion that destroyed many (especially of 

pre-war cars)
• Can be extremely confusing, Budd changed their numbering in mid-stream 

(about the same time P-S & ACF did) and suddenly, the letter indicating the 
largest drawings (nominally 3’ x 5’) was now the SMALLEST at 9” x 12”.

• On the other hand, the naming standard was very handy! (see handout –
Budd Drawing Nomenclature)

• Budd drawings often more informative than the respective P-S drawings



Process the Order

• Once the Drawing Numbers have been located, then the estimate is created, and 
the drawing pick list is handed off.

• The Budd drawings are organized now by part classification number and drawing 
number.  Some drawings in each classification may  have numbers that duplicate 
numbers in another classification (i.e. T42-01234 & D42-01234 – NOT the same 
drawing! The size character (here, T & D) is all that differentiates these)



Budd Processing… continued
• Verify that the drawings exist & we have them
• Find, pull, locate drawing, scan, repack, & file all drawings
• Create an invoice
• Create folder, send to cloud/print, package, inform customer, receive 

check, ship



Standard Steel Car
• These basically follow the Pullman/Pullman-Standard process…in theory.  

Eric’s database can be very useful as it often shows the General Assembly 
drawing number for a given car, which provides a range of sorts.  We also 
have this number in our internal spreadsheets.  They overlap but there are 
holes in both.

• For Standard Steel – we need the approximate year & railroad.  No Lot or 
Order as typically SSC didn’t put the Lot on the drawings.  We have no 
Drawing Lists or Specifications for Standard Steel Car (some are in 
Harrisburg).

• Once we get the railroad, approximate year, and type of drawing, we check 
the scanned drawings (many SSC freight & some passenger drawings have 
been scanned) and then the remaining ~1000 tubes.

• Once found, processing returns to “normal” – although if from a tube, we 
now will scan every drawing in that tube, process it, and file the tube.



Osgood Bradley / Worcester
• Osgood Bradley was part of the Standard Steel conglomerate and was 

merged in with SSC (and into P-S) in 1932-34.  After those dates, the 
cars (and busses) had Pullman-Standard Lot numbers and often have 
OB drawing lists as well. 

• For cars built earlier than 1934 we check our internal databases, the 
OB Lot Lists, and the document drawers for the OB drawing lists.

• Once the Drawing List is found and Drawing Numbers identified, go to 
the relevant “size” drawers (first digit of the OB drawing number) and 
process “normally”

• Many OB drawings are EXTREMELY fragile!!   
• Worcester produced many P-S passenger cars before the production 

stopped and went to Hammond – some drawings are duplicated in 
the P-S drawing collection.



Osgood Bradley Drawing List



Middleton Car Company & Standard Motor Truck
• Part of Standard Steel Car conglomerate
• MCC production was mostly for export and industrial applications 

(with a plant in Brazil as well as in Pennsylvania)
• Standard Motor Truck production was mostly for transit applications
• Processing basically follows the SSC steps
• MCC about 250 tubes, SMT about the same (plus drawers in the flat 

file cabinets) 
• Basically, unindexed, multiple drawing sizes, number ranges.  
• Drawings were numbered sequentially with no regard to size, so a 

given drawing could be in several tubal number ranges. 



AC&F Cars

• While some have Plans associated, these are cars that were operated or 
maintained by Pullman Co (with the Plan # assigned by P-S). 

• It is also possible that P-S modified or altered the car for a new private or 
railroad owner. (We have multiple versions of drawings for Budd cars as a 
result of P-S working on them for Amtrak or Autotrain, along with the 
original variants.) 

• *IF* a Plan is associated, it is possible we have a Floor Plan drawing for it, 
but more likely it would reside in the Newberry Library collection

• OTW – call National Museum of Transportation (NMoT) in St. Louis.  NMoT
also has CSC/GSC Drawings on microfilm  (casting companies: trucks, 
frames, etc.) (We have a growing collection of CSC/GSC/GSI & ASF drawings

• See handout



Betterment, Rebuilds and Air Conditioning
• While it is often said that “Pullman” rebuilt cars in the late 30 and 40s, 

installed air conditioning in cars in the 30s and created “Betterment” cars 
(such as several of the TOWER series), it is critical in understand which 
“Pullman” is referenced.

• Pullman Car & Manufacturing was split from The Pullman Co. in 1924, and 
in 1932 it became Pullman-Standard (after merging the Standard Steel Car 
conglomerate).  The Pullman Co. was divested in 1948 after the antitrust 
lawsuits brought by the Federal Government.  

• Both P-S & Pullman Co. did air condition cars.  But…the Pullman Library has 
drawings from P-S, and very few from The Pullman Co. (of which many 
went to the Newberry Library). If a car was modified by P-S, there is a 
possibility of having a Lot & Drawing list associated, and therefore drawings 
that can be accessed at the Pullman Library.

• P-S would have air-conditioned railroad owned & operated cars along with 
large Lots of PCo owned cars. PCo would have converted Pullman 
owned/operated cars, along with some Railroad owned cars.
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